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Introduction

“You want me to what, Lord?”

“Write a book on Revelation,” He impressed on me again.

I had been half-asleep, but now I was wide-awake. A thousand 

thoughts raced through my mind—what a challenging topic to write 

on, how I could possibly fit a book into my schedule, and how utterly 

unqualified I felt for the task. The list went on and on. 

God has been faithful to me, however, and the book you are 

holding in your hands is evidence of His grace and strength. It is my 

sincere desire that this book would be a blessing to you, as you face the 

challenging times we are living in. Before you “dive in” though, here are 

a couple of things I would like to share with you.   

Preparation and Purpose in the Last Days

This book has two primary purposes. The first is to equip and 

prepare believers for the times we are living in. Every time you turn 

on the television and watch the news, you would doubtless notice the 

turmoil and shaking happening in the world. Every day, a piece of the 

“Revelation puzzle” is put in place. The whole picture is being completed 

at an astonishing speed. Now, more than ever, we must be equipped with 

a clear sense of spiritual direction and the knowledge of our place in this 

chapter of world history. 
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The second reason this book was written is to stir you into action, 

to fulfill your God-given calling. Revelation Ready is a wake-up call, a 

challenge to walk in holiness and purpose. It is the call to take hold of 

every opportunity to snatch souls from the jaws of hell, while we still 

have time. 

Post-trib, mid-trib…? 

There are a whole host of end-time theologies for believers to 

choose from—pre-tribulational, post-tribulational, mid-tribulational, 

post-millennial, millennial, futurist, etc. etc. The list is endless. There 

are those who believe in the rapture, those who believe only in the 

second coming of Christ, and those who believe in elements of both. For 

the purposes of this book, I will not be subscribing explicitly to any of 

these views. It is my desire that the broader message of this book would 

be unfettered by complex doctrine and dogma.

Part Two of Revelation Ready is devoted to the signs of the last 

days. Again, although some of my personal convictions regarding these 

signs will inevitably become obvious as you read, I urge you not to 

lose sight of the book’s overall message if your own beliefs differ. My 

analysis of the signs is meant to present a range of theories concerning 

how they might be fulfilled, not dogmas.  

A Springboard 

Lastly, I pray that you would be inspired to grapple with the 

concepts we cover and to conduct your own investigation into them. 

In this way, guided by the Holy Spirit, you can begin to unearth God’s 

truths for yourself. Hopefully, this book will act as a springboard—a 

starting point for receiving the personal revelations God wants to give 

to you.
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Chapter 1

The Dream

Idid not recognize the woman as anyone I knew, nor did I know 

her name. In spite of this, we laughed and talked like old friends, 

and instinctively I felt that she was a dear friend, a sister in Christ. We 

were on the upper floor of a house, getting ready for some kind of event. 

Although I did not know what the occasion was, there was an air of 

expectation, the sense that it was very special. In a wardrobe nearby, 

hung two magnificent ball gowns, the most dazzling I had ever seen. In 

the midst of our preparations, my friend suddenly turned and rushed to 

an open window, shouting excitedly, “He’s here; He’s coming!”

My excitement evaporated, turning into panic. I was not ready 

and had yet to change into my gown. Rushing to the wardrobe, I quickly 

pulled it on and ran to the window to join my friend. Looking out, I 

saw a huge cloud formation in the sky—the billowing, meringue-like 

variety you might see forming over the mountains of a tropical country. 

A dazzling light, as bright as the sun, seemed to emanate from within 

the cloud. As my eyes adjusted, I saw the face and likeness of Jesus in 

the light. His face shone, not just with the light’s radiance, but with 

pure majesty. As the cloud descended towards the earth, Jesus seemed 

to notice my friend and I standing in the window. I was surprised and 

delighted when He smiled and waved to us. Surprised, because even in 

His glorified form He still radiated such love for people. I felt the same 
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as one might feel, seeing a loved one again for the first time in decades. 

An indescribable elation flooded my heart, bubbling over into laughter. 

Especially touching to me, was the way that Jesus looked genuinely 

overjoyed to see us. 

Like a movie, the scene cut to a completely new one. I suddenly 

found myself in a large auditorium. It was shaped like a hall, long and 

rectangular. It went back as far as the eye could see and was brimming 

with people. The hall was divided into two sections. At the front of the 

building, a small group of people sat quietly, their attention directed 

toward the front. My friend and I sat in this section. Behind us, I noticed 

an aisle separating us from the rows behind, like you might see in a 

cinema. 

In direct contrast to our group, those seated behind us were noisy 

and active. Parents scolded their children, who bickered loudly over a 

box of popcorn. Friends sat chatting and laughing, and a few of the 

women were absorbed in their handbags, sifting through the contents 

as though searching for misplaced items. A few latecomers continued to 

drift in. Everyone seemed to be completely preoccupied with their own 

affairs.

I directed my attention back to the front and noticed, for the first 

time, Jesus standing before all the people. His aspect was very different 

from the last time I had seen Him—He was silent and still as He 

surveyed the crowd. His expression was calm and solemn, powerful. His 

eyes reminded me of the intense gaze of a reposing lion, observing its 

surroundings. A peace emanated from Jesus—there was the sense that 

He could be stern if He wanted to, but that He had utter dominion over 

all things. He was flanked by dozens of angels and a handful of men that 

I sensed were Biblical figures. Like noble members of a royal court, they 

stood silently alongside Jesus, watching the crowd.

Then something very odd dawned on me. I realized that the people 

seated in the section behind us did not seem to see or even notice Jesus. 

It was as though He was invisible to them. My friend and I became so 

alarmed by this, that we could not stay silent. “We are servants of the 
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Chapter 3

The Temple Reborn

Traveling and ministering internationally is a tremendous 

blessing, and I feel privileged to be able to have a “bird’s eye 

view,” of what God is doing among His people across the globe. It is 

wonderful to be able to meet our international brothers and sisters and 

get to know the “family members” we never knew we had. I love to 

sit late into the night, talking about the things of God with them and 

hearing what He is laying on their hearts. These conversations often give 

a fascinating insight into what God is saying to His people corporately. 

We have noticed that there are prophetic “seasons,” for example, 

when God chooses to communicate a specific message to His children. 

Many of the people we meet do not, of course, know or have any contact 

with each other. This makes it all the more astonishing when we hear a 

believer from Colombia say the same thing as a believer from Poland, 

or a believer from Wisconsin say the same as a believer from Nigeria. 

God’s prophetic word transcends geography, resonating through His 

whole body to those who are listening.

 To our amazement, we have seen a distinct shift over the past few 

years in what many are sensing in their spirits. There is a building sense 

of urgency, and we regularly find ourselves hearing statements like:

“We are living in the last days.”

“We do not have much time left.” 
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for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. (Hebrews 

10:1–4)

First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings 

and sin offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased 

with them”—though they were offered in accordance with 

the law. Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your 

will.” He sets aside the first to establish the second. And by 

that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 

the body of Jesus Christ once for all. (Hebrews 10:8–10)

Under the new covenant, we have no need of sacrifice, having 

been justified by Jesus’ blood. 

Wanted: Temple Building Site

The greatest obstacle facing supporters of the Third Temple is the 

issue of where it would be built. The possible future location has been 

strongly contested, especially as the Dome of the Rock’s position on 

the Temple Mount poses a significant challenge—that is, if the Dome 

of the Rock is actually situated on the site of the Second Temple. Some 

suggest that it is not and that the original temple’s location actually 

lies elsewhere. One proposed site is based on the location of a cistern, 

believed to be used by priests for daily purification rituals. 

The location identified by Professor Joseph Patrich of 

the Hebrew University Institute of Archaeology places 

the Temple and its corresponding courtyards, chambers, 

and gates in a more southeasterly and diagonal frame of 

reference than have earlier scholars.

In spotting the Temple in this way, Patrich concludes 

that the rock, over which the Dome of the Rock mosque was 

built in the 7th century C.E. is outside the confines of the 

Temple.3 
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Fig. 4. National side 
of the Greek two-
euro coin.                                    
Image credit: 
Bigstock Photo14

Fig. 5. Bas-relief 
bull depicted on 
the Ishtar gate, 
Ancient Babylon, 
Iraq. Image credits: 
Bigstock Photo15                    
            

                                
Fig. 6. Section 
of a frieze on the 
Pergamon altar, 
the Pergamon      
Museum, Berlin. 
Image credits: 
Bigstock Photo16   
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Chapter 6

Signs in the Heavens
There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars… 

(Luke 21:25)

As a child, I remember marveling at this verse, trying to imagine 

what signs in the heavens might look like. The idea seemed 

distant and fantastical, like something out of a sci-fi movie. Nowadays, 

however, less imagination is required. Spectacular signs are being 

displayed, right in front of our eyes.

In 2013, the world watched in awe as a burst of incredible footage 

flashed across our TV screens—we saw a blinding light streaking across 

the sky, windows spontaneously exploding, and a million shards of broken 

glass sparkling in the snow. We saw people cowering from the impact 

of an invisible blast and heard the terrified exclamations in Russian. On 

that freezing morning of February the 15th, a meteor weighing more than 

the Eiffel Tower fell on Russia, releasing shock waves equal to the force 

of 30 Hiroshima nuclear bombs.17 When I saw the footage for the first 

time, it was so surreal that I thought I was seeing a movie. 

The Bible is clear that the last days will be marked by remarkable 

astronomical occurrences, or, “signs in the heavens.” Like huge neon 

signs, these events will point to the last days. At the time of writing, 

the world is witnessing one such event—a phenomenon that has quietly 

been playing out its celestial drama in 2015–2016. 
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Chapter 7

Disasters and Plagues

There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 

All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

(Matthew 24:7–8)

Natural disasters and plagues are mentioned over thirty times 

in the book of Revelation, making them one of the most prominent 

end-time signs. Over the past decade, you would have doubtless seen 

the extensive coverage of a whole raft of disasters—the South Asian 

Tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, the 2010 Haiti Earthquake, Ebola, the 

Black Saturday Fires in Australia, the Fukushima Tsunami—to name 

only a few. If you have suspected that natural disasters are becoming 

more frequent, you are right. 
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antivenoms, and hunting rifles. There remains, however, one threat that 

man has not been able to completely eradicate—disease. Zoonoses are 

diseases originating from animals that can be transmitted to humans. 

The bubonic plague that caused the Black Death is an example of a 

zoonosis. The outbreak was caused when the bacteria Yersinia pestis 

was transmitted from rats and fleas to humans. Over the past 25 years, 

the world has seen an increase in the variety and frequency of zoonosis 

epidemics, with the emergence of diseases such as avian influenza 

(H5N1), swine flu (H1N1), Ebola (thought to have originated from 

bats), and the recent Zika virus, carried by mosquitoes.24 These in mind, 

suddenly the idea of “wild beasts” decimating a quarter of the world’s 

population does not seem like such a far-fetched idea.  

While there are a number of factors contributing to the spread of 

zoonoses (such as increased travel by air), there are two of particular 

concern. 

The first is genetic modification—a practice that is fast becoming 

commonplace, even as experimentation becomes more outlandish. Take, 

for example, the recent experiments injecting human brain cells into mice 

to enhance their intelligence or the creation of human-animal hybrids 

(known as “chimeras”).25 In 2015, reports emerged of 150 chimeras that 

were secretly grown in laboratories in the United Kingdom. Allegedly 

created for discovering cures for diseases, the embryos were prohibited 

from developing past 14 days and were destroyed.26 In the United States, 

the National Health Institute announced that they planned to lift a ban 

on funding research involving injecting human stem cells into animal 

embryos.27 Surely such unnatural tinkering with nature is not without 

consequences. If any scenario would be likely to open a pandora’s box 

of zoonoses, this would be it. 

The second factor increasing the likelihood of zoonoses is their 

potential use in biological warfare.28 The anthrax scare of 2001 gave us 

a glimpse into the capabilities of this type of warfare (anthrax originated 

from farm animals). The vast majority of pathogens used for bioterrorism 

are zoonoses.    
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Chapter 11

Blurred Gospels
…The love of most will grow cold. 

(Matthew 24:12)

As the world experiences intense upheaval, the church is also 

experiencing a shift. Across the globe, there is a polarization 

taking place among believers, of hot and cold. We find ourselves rapidly 

passing the era of lukewarm Christianity—moving into a season that 

demands either scalding conviction or icy indifference of us. None of us 

should believe that we are immune to grow cold in the faith. We need 

to be keenly aware of the strategies the Enemy would use to destabilize 

our convictions. 

One Word, Many Gospels

Of all the Enemy’s tactics, Satan’s “weapon of choice” is to try 

and undermine the Word. This is the oldest of his oldest strategies, 

dating back to the garden of Eden. The Enemy does not use an outright 

lie to begin with, he uses the Word as a starting point and then “blurs” 

it, until it becomes a half-truth. Unfortunately, this “blurring” has crept 

into much of today’s preaching, creating a relative smorgasbord of 

gospel variations. Using subtle distortions, the enemy has succeeded in 

proliferating many versions of the true Word. 

“Blurred gospels” can be so hard to detect because of the 
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Chapter 12

Humanism: 

The “Man-made” Gospel

The Dawn of Humanism

 “That’s not Jesus!” That’s a hologram!” For a long time, the 

man’s words in my dream continued to puzzle me. The 

reference seemed so bizarre, so out of place. Why a hologram? One day, 

when I was least expecting it, God unveiled the mystery. He showed me 

that the man had attributed Jesus’ supernatural presence in the room to 

a physical, man-made phenomenon—an empty one at that. His attempt 

to explain away God with his human logic represents our first “blurred 

gospel.” 

Humanism is an ideology that puts man’s thoughts and ways above 

God’s, attempting to replace the supernatural with all man’s “-ologies.” 

To understand how this doctrine has made inroads into the church today, 

we must look back to its origins. 

Humanism has been around since the garden of Eden. It was 

conceived when the Enemy offered Adam and Eve the chance to become 

“gods” (that is, the masters of their own destinies), by eating from the 

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Interestingly, it was not just 

the fruit’s physical appearance that seduced Eve, but the suggestion that 

it could make her “wise.”
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Enlightening the World). 

The founding of the “First Humanist Society of New York” in 

1929 established modern Humanism. In 1933, humanist beliefs were 

explicitly outlined for the first time in writing, in Humanist Manifesto I. 

Two successor documents have since been written, Humanist Manifesto 

II (1973) and Humanist Manifesto III (2003). While versions II and III 

of the manifestos have an atheistic tone, version I makes provisions for 

“religious” humanism. In the same way that the ancient Greeks saw 

humanism as being compatible with worshipping their gods, Humanist 

Manifesto I encompasses spirituality and religious practices, maintaining 

that:

• The highest pursuit of a human being is the development, 

fulfillment, and complete realization of their own personality. 

This occurs in the temporal, rather than the eternal—in living 

for the moment. 

• “Religious emotions” should be found in a “heightened sense of 

personal life and in a cooperative effort to promote social well-

being,”58 rather than in prayer and worship. 

• Associations and institutions exist for the fulfillment and 

enhancement of human life.

• Religious rituals exist for human fulfillment. 

I Just Want to be Happy

I have a soft spot for bridal programs. When I want to relax and 

put up my feet, I turn on the lifestyle channels and look for swathes 

of white satin. There is something beautiful and uplifting about seeing 

a bride-to-be’s joy when she finds the gown of her dreams, the most 

important dress she will ever wear. At the beginning of the segment, 

each bride and groom-to-be are asked some questions—how did you 

meet, what attracted you to him/her? etc. I began to notice that the same 

answers would come up, time and again—“We’re so compatible…I love 

how I feel when I am with him…he understands me…she completes 
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Functions of The Holy Spirit

The very first task assigned to the Holy Spirit was to convict the 

world of sin—not to condemn, but to lead sinners to salvation. We must 

realize though, that He also brings conviction to believers. Notice Jesus’ 

words in John 16:10; “He will convict… [in regards to]…righteousness, 

because I go to My Father and you see Me no more.” When Jesus was no 

longer on the earth to guide His disciples, the Holy Spirit would fulfill 

this function. Just as Jesus had instructed and taught His disciples, the 

Holy Spirit would continue to shepherd them long after He was gone.

To guide us into all truth, the Holy Spirit must naturally bring to 

our attention anything unholy in our lives. Although the Modern Grace 

message is generally critical of feeling any negative emotions as the 

result of sin, the apostle Paul spoke of experiencing “godly sorrow,” or 

remorse (not to be confused with guilt) in his rebuke to the Corinthians:

Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret 

it. Though I did regret it—I see that my letter hurt you, but 

only for a little while—yet now I am happy, not because 

you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to 

repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and 

so were not harmed in any way by us. Godly sorrow brings 

repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, 

but worldly sorrow brings death. (2 Corinthians 7:8–10, 

emphasis added)

The difference between godly sorrow and guilt is that sorrow 

comes from grieving the Holy Spirit, while condemnation comes from 

the Enemy. Godly sorrow is a blessing, a God-given mechanism to bring 

about repentance and restore the sinner to God, while condemnation 

drives a wedge between God and man. Guilt is filled with regret for the 

past, while godly sorrow produces repentance, restoration, and hope for 

the future. It is possible to experience both at the same time, but as soon 

as we repent, guilt no longer has the legal right to accuse us.  
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Chapter 14

The “Mystic” Gospel

On our travels, we have had the great joy of witnessing firsthand 

the present outpouring of the Holy Spirit in churches across 

the globe. We have seen amazing miracles and healings, as God lavishes 

His presence on His people. These truly are the days spoken of by the 

prophet Joel, when God’s Spirit will be poured out upon all flesh (see 

Joel 2:28–29). 

Sadly though (and as is the case with all great moves of God), the 

Enemy is trying his best to contaminate what God is doing with false 

teaching and unscriptural practices. Before I go any further, let me state 

emphatically that there are true, genuine outpourings of the Spirit—I 

urge you not to throw out the proverbial baby with the bathwater. It 

is possible for us to exercise discernment and be open to the Spirit’s 

leading. Just as the existence of a counterfeit painting does not devalue 

the original, the Enemy’s forgeries should inspire us to cherish the true 

manifestations of the Spirit all the more. 

In this chapter, we will be looking at a third blurred gospel—the 

new age “Mystic” gospel.

If it Looks Like, Sounds Like…

To understand the presence of the new age in the church, we 

must first be aware that the “new” age is anything but new—it hails 



108

We can use these areas as inspiration for our own times of 

meditation. Hagah, the Hebrew word for meditation, can also be 

translated as: “to make a sound,” “mutter,” “ponder,” or “utter.” Hagah is 

to ruminate on the Word until it literally bubbles up from our innermost 

being. As we dwell on God, allowing our hearts and minds to “marinate” 

in His Word, we will see godly transformation pervade every area of our 

lives.  

 

3.) What are the Fruits?
Another factor to take into consideration when weighing a 

supernatural experience is the resulting fruit. Does the experience cause 

an individual to grow in their walk with God? Does it result in a greater 

thirst for holiness, or does the person continue to live as before? Lastly, 

does the experience inspire someone to a greater reverence for God, or 

does it cause them to make light of the things of God? This calls for 

careful discernment—it is also possible for a believer to experience a 

genuine manifestation of the Holy Spirit, but to mishandle it, through 

lack of character. 

God is gracious, and will even pour out His Spirit even on those who 

are not walking wholeheartedly in His ways (for a time). He is patient, 

desiring that we allow Him to work in us and change us. Ultimately 

though, a believer who truly walks in the anointing will bring forth 

the fruits of the Spirit; “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22–23).    

Safe Guarding Against the New Age

Knowing how to identify false spiritual manifestations is one 

way to safeguard your spirit. Secondly, and most importantly, we must 

maintain an intimate walk with God. The more know God’s character, 

the less likely we will be to accept anything other than His Spirit. 

Imagine for a moment you are approached by someone you 

have never met before, who accuses a close family member of doing 

something completely uncharacteristic. What would you do? Would you 
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know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we 

have what we asked of him. (1 John 5:14, emphasis added)

Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God and receive from him anything we 

ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases 

him. (1 John 3:21–22)

Is it Easy to be in God’s Will?

A few years back, Alejandro and I felt led by God to make a major 

life decision and step into a new area. It was not easy, and we faced 

many challenges. Noticing our struggles, a well-meaning friend of ours 

enquired, “Are you sure you are in the will of God?” “Why is that?” we 

asked. He shrugged. “Well, if we’re in the will of God, it isn’t that hard, 

is it? I mean, shouldn’t everything just fall into place?”

Our friend’s observation reflects the popular belief that, if we are 

in God’s will, life will go smoothly. In many instances, though, the very 

opposite is true—often it is right in the center of God’s will that we must 

push the hardest through trials and opposition. 

Even if we are making faith confessions in accordance with 

God’s will, we will still experience hardship from time to time. As Jesus 

promised us, “in this world, you will have trouble” (John 16:33). As 

counter intuitive as it may seem, we will sometimes experience times of 

difficulty—even as part of God’s will. 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has 

come on you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you… However, if you suffer as a Christian, do 

not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name…

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should 

commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to 

do good. (1 Peter 4:12,16,19, emphasis added)
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Chapter 17

The Alarm Goes off

Alejandro and I sat in the car, stupefied. For several minutes, all 

we could do was stare at the windshield. Finally, Alejandro 

broke the silence. “It’s all so much more...I don’t know, real now,” he 

said softly. “It’s actually happening. I mean, we’re already in it.” I paused 

for a long time before responding. “We may not have as much time as we 

thought.”   

Around three years ago, Alejandro and I experienced something of 

a spiritual awakening. We were active in the church, in full-time ministry, 

and deeply committed to the Lord. Unknown to us, however, we were 

lacking in a key area—we were totally unaware of the spiritual time.  

Has your alarm ever failed to go off, specifically when you had to 

wake up early for a meeting or to catch a flight? Remember the awful 

shock you got after awakening leisurely, naturally, then registering 

the actual time? That’s the very same feeling we had while sitting in a 

conference about the last days, several years ago. God used two anointed 

prophets to sound the alarm loud and clear in our spirits. As we listened 

to them, the Holy Spirit branded their words into our hearts. Hours 

felt like minutes—we could have sat listening all night. The urgency 

the prophets spoke with was so profound, that it took weeks after our 

conversation in the car for us to fully “digest” all we had heard, and 

fully grasp what God was saying to us. Our perception of the last days 
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as some far-off event on the horizon shifted drastically—our “clocks” 

jumped forward, from 11:45 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. This new understanding 

of the times injected a renewed urgency, drive, and purposefulness into 

our lives. 

Dear friend, it is not enough for us to simply observe the events 

unfolding today, speculating on what is going wrong with the world. We 

need to be proactive. Armed with the knowledge of how we are to live 

and how we can guard our hearts, we must move forward– understanding 

that we are on the offensive, not the defensive. The questions in this 

section are designed to help you determine your level of readiness for the 

days to come. The “checklist” is not intended to show up your failures, 

but rather, to guide you into a greater level of preparation. 
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we are hidden in Him. No matter what we face, we can face it enveloped 

in His person—the One who does not change with the times; the One 

who is not relative but absolute. He is the same yesterday, today and 

forever. As the world becomes a darker place, He never changes. We can 

take great comfort in this fact. 

Secondly, we must stay finely attuned to God’s voice, with listening 

ears and listening hearts. A trust-building exercise, called “minefield,” 

Illustrates the importance of listening to God. It is an activity for two 

people, one of whom is blindfolded. The person who is not blindfolded 

must verbally guide their partner through a maze of obstacles, such 

as chairs strewn around the room. The aim is to guide your partner 

successfully from one end of the room to another, without touching a 

“minefield.” In the same way, taking the time to hear clearly from God 

can be the difference between stepping on secure footing or stepping on 

a “spiritual minefield.” 

To be led by God’s is to come under His covering. A few years 

ago, a couple approached us after a church service and shared their 

remarkable story. One day, they had suddenly felt led to pack up their 

valuables and leave their house. God gave them the sense that an 

impending disaster was about to strike. Just a few days later, the deadliest 

bushfire in Australian history scorched through 1737 square miles of 

Victorian land. The disaster that became known as the Black Saturday 

bushfires left unprecedented destruction in its wake. Incredibly, the very 

same God who instructed Joseph to evacuate the infant Messiah’s family 

to Egypt, God who instructed Noah to build an ark, and who walked in 

the fiery furnace with the three Babylonian exiles, had led this couple to 

safety. God protected them as they sought Him, and He can do the same 

for you.

If the Son of God needed to hear His father’s voice for daily 

guidance, then how much more do we? I imagine Jesus praying each 

morning, receiving a “briefing” from His General—information on the 

enemy’s location perhaps, places to avoid, and Jesus’ destination and 

assignments for the day. 
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Like cancer, unforgiveness can be a “silent killer.” It can be in our 

hearts for years, slowly eating away at us with bitterness. Of all sins, it is 

the only one we are told can hinder us from receiving God’s forgiveness. 

The parable of the unmerciful servant (see Matthew 18:21–35), shows 

us how God views unforgiveness. When we refuse to forgive others, we 

are forgetting the massive debt that God has forgiven us of.  

The Ultimate Crime and The Greatest Gift

Maybe you are thinking, “but you have no idea the kind of debts 

people owe me—they are not ‘small’ ones. The man who raped me owes 

me my mental health. The boss whose malpractice landed my innocent 

husband in jail owes us our family back. The woman who stole thousands 

from us owes us our financial stability. I hold myself to ransom for the 

mistakes I have made and regrets I have.”

If this is you, Dear Friend, my heart aches for the losses you have 

suffered and the pain you have endured. Without making light of what 

you have been through, allow me to ask you a simple question—what is 

the worst crime that one human being can commit against another? To 

torture them? Or maybe to completely assassinate another’s character, 

tearing their reputation to shreds (bear with me here). Could be to expose 

them publicly to humiliation, in the cruelest of ways—or perhaps, to 

take away their very life? 

I would submit to you that the crucifixion was the ultimate crime—

it was all of these things and much more, in one slow, horrific event. 

There was no pain so excruciating, no humiliation so public, and no evil 

as potent as the atrocity committed against Jesus at the cross. There is a 

reason why Jesus’ death was so horrific—it atoned for the full spectrum 

of every imaginable sin. Because Jesus endured the cross, we have been 

given the power to forgive. He did not owe anything and yet paid the 

ultimate price for sins He did not commit. What’s more, as Jesus hung 

dying on the cross, the weight of humanity’s penalty pressing upon him, 

He forgave those who did deserve punishment, the very ones who nailed 

Him there!     
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which explains why Christians who face martyrdom are able to look 

death in the eye, unafraid. We must arm ourselves with the knowledge 

that anything that could ever come against us has already been defeated 

on the cross.     

Moving from Patience to Endurance   

As the world grows darker around us, we need to make a significant 

shift in our thinking—from patience to perseverance. Patience waits for 

a problem to be resolved, while perseverance gives us the strength to 

keep going indefinitely. 

Imagine, for a moment, a man stranded on a desert island (think 

“Castaway” or “Robinson Crusoe”). When he arrives on the island, he is 

naïve and unprepared—his only desperate aim to be rescued. There are 

only two options in his mind: to be rescued, or death. The man spends 

his first day on the island constructing a huge sign in the sand, hoping 

to attract the attention of a plane. He waits for hours, before realizing 

he is extremely thirsty. If he is to survive until a plane comes, he must 

stay hydrated. He manages to find water, then food, before turning his 

attention to building a shelter. 

As the days progress into weeks, the man’s mentality begins to 

shift. As it becomes apparent that he may be on the island for a long time, 

his thoughts turn more and more from being rescued to his survival. He 

becomes savvier and more resilient over time, developing new skills. 

Two years later, his perseverance pays off. A plane spots him and he is 

rescued.

In a similar fashion, we can say, “I want out!” when the going gets 

tough—or we can fasten our spiritual seatbelts and prepare ourselves for 

a possible long-haul journey. The only difference, of course, between 

our spiritual survival and the castaway analogy, is that our spiritual 

survival depends on our trust in God, rather than our own savviness. 

Even before suffering arises, we must determine in our heart to be like 

Job, refusing to deny our faith no matter what. Remember, even when 

the Enemy wanted to come against Job, he had to ask God’s permission 



165

Chapter 25

Check #8: 
Am I walking in the Spirit?

To walk in the Spirit means to allow God to inject His “super” 

into our “natural,” everyday lives. It means being aware that 

we are a hair’s breadth away from the spiritual world and discerning how 

this impacts our lives. To walk in the Spirit is to be continually aware 

of His presence; to connect and communicate with Him as we take each 

step. 

To live this way, we need to understand that the Holy Spirit is a 

person, not a force, or feeling. The Holy Spirit will connect you with 

the very heart of God, and enable you to know Him on a deeper level. 

He knows the thoughts of God, and is able to make them known to you. 

Learning to Walk in the Spirit

Walking in the Spirit is not as complicated you may have been led 

to believe. It may feel like a struggled in the beginning, especially if you 

have never been intentional about doing so before, but over time it will 

get easier. To a child learning to ride a bike, those first wobbly pushes 

of the pedals are hard work. As she gains confidence, however, the child 

begins to glide with ease. In the same way that muscle memory develops 

over time, so we must practice spiritual disciplines. Where we once may 
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stand against the Enemy’s schemes!       

Greater Things

One of the defining characteristics of the last days will be the 

outpouring of God’s Spirit:

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, 

your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both 

men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

(Joel 2:28–29) 

 

This is wonderful news! Even as the world grows darker around 

us, we will see the most glorious manifestations of the Spirit’s power 

in history. More than ever, it is time for Jesus’ followers to rise up and 

embrace the “greater works” He spoke of in John 14:12; “Very truly I 

tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and 

they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 

Father.” These prophetic words are truly coming to pass in our lifetimes, 

as we witness types of miracles never before seen—even during Jesus’ 

earthly ministry. 

Take, for example, the story of a young Thai woman named Um, 

who was involved in a motorcycle collision. Although she survived, 

Um lost her unborn baby. Just before she was due to have a surgery to 

remove the child’s body, Um decided to attend a weekly prayer service 

in her village. After receiving prayer, she felt the baby kick inside her. 

Um went on to deliver a perfectly healthy baby at full term!70 

Jesus raised people from the dead, but who has ever heard of an 

unborn baby being raised from the dead in the womb! I believe we are 

going to see more of these kinds of miracles—the ones that are completely 

“out of the box.” I believe the times are coming, for example, when we 

will see some of the same kinds of miracles the Israelites experienced in 

the desert—the supernatural provision of food and signs in the natural 
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